Endoscopes require constant care. Hospitals must remain vigilant: ECRI institute.
Some experts believe lapses in protocols for the cleaning and disinfection or sterilization of endoscopes occur more frequently than may be reported in the media. If so, this may increase the potential risk for endoscope cross-contamination. The ECRI Institute, Plymouth Meeting, Pa., called attention to this issue recently by ranking the potential for cross-contamination of endoscopes the No. 1 technology hazard in its third annual report on the subject. But by establishing and executing proper protocols for endoscope reprocessing, hospitals can better manage this risk.